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NILS N. FISCHER - ZTEAIOX ITEPPAKHZ

H emavetpeon Ttov Yymopiopartog s Ninovouds (IG XII 7, 506)

H othin tov amororovuevou Ynoiopatog tmg Nwovpids (IG XII 7, 506), mov Bewootvrov
YOPEVN €M noL 0QUETEC OERAETIES, EMAVEVTOTIOTNHE TQOOPATNOS OTOV OMLOUO TV Oohaginv
otV Apoyo. Elpoote otnv guydolotn B€on va avorovmoovpe, 0T, OTMG TQORVITTEL OTTO TV
eEétaon g, 1 otAn dev moovoldlel PO0EES MEQOY TV 101 AVOPEQOUEVOV OTNV TEMOTY
dnpocievon g emyQadns. g ex TOUTOV 1) ETOVEVQECT TNG EMMTOETEL TNV ROTOTULY AVTOYIAS EX
VEOU UEAETY) EVOC QIO TAL ONUAVTIROTEQO KEIUEVA YLOL TNV RATAVONON THG TEMLUNG EAANVLOTIXNG
Lotogtag tov Aryaiov.

Zmv dNpootevduevn ayyehia TaQovoldlove CUVOTTTLRG TV LOTOQIN TG TEMTNG EVQECEMS
1OL TOV TEMOTOV OMUOCLEVoEWV TG OTNANG, ®0Ohg %ol Twv mbavav Adywv mov odiynoov
agywd otnv eEaddvion . 1N ouvéxewo Bo  TUQEOUCLOOTOUV TA  TQOROATOQXUTINA
QTTOTEAEOULATAL, TTOV TTQOERVYPOLY OTTO T LOHQOCROTUXT EEETOON TNG OTNANG, CUVOIEVOUEVQ OTTO
OUVTOUO OYOMOOUO.

To 1893 evromiotnxav otn voto mhayid tng vnoidag Nuovoidg, mov Poloxetar A tng
Apogyot xar N tov ®OAmov g Awyidng, d0o ouvappolopevo Boavopato o evpeyédoug
paoudiovng oTning, emyeyooappévng ot otig dvo 6yels. Ta Bpatopata eviomiomrav o fabog
1 p. dtmha oto mogenxrinol tng [Havayude tg Niwovgudg xot mbavoTata amoTeLoVoaV TUUaTA
™™g Oepehinong mohardTeENS exrANOlog, el TG OMOLOLG OTEREL 1) ONUEQLVT]. ZUNPDVHS TQOG TNV
dnpooievon éxer Tig eEfg draotdoels: D pog 1,70 p., Thdtog 0,32p. now éyos 0,08 w.'

H modt dnpooievon éyive to 1893 amd tov I'dhho T. Homolle xou faciotnxe oe amdyoado,
7oL TOoL £0Telhe 0 tepéag A. Tlpdowog.> Qg ex TolTOV 1) editio princeps viENEEe TEOPANUATIAT RO

avaxQpne.

To nelpevo otnoiletar otV avaxoivwon tov moedvtog xewuévou oto Emomuovind Zuumdolo mog
Ty tov Zrepdvov A0. Kovpavohdn otig 22/12/2018 oto Emmypaduud Movoeio. ©éhovpe vo exdpodoovue
g Wialtepeg gvyaolotieg pog oto AevBuvti) tov Emyoadinot Movoeiov n. A. ©épo xnan tov F'oappatéa
g EMnvinfic Emiygadunfis Etaiglag %. A. I1. MotBaiov, yio thv mpdorhnof tovg. Emiong Ba 0éhape va
guyaoLotiioovpe tov x08. tov [Tavemotnuiov ABnvov x. K. Mrovgaléhn, 6mwg ®at Toug emix. nabnyntég
no 2. Avelion »aw x. T'. TI&AAY yia ™) PonBeid Toug 010 0Qyrd 0tddo g ueréng pog. Evyoolotovue
emiong Beoud toug endoteg Tou [oappoteiov xx. Eheva Zapfol, Tewoyic Makolyov o T'ubeyo
TTomaddémovro, OOt eddfacav To GEBEO oL KOG EXOVOAV YOT|OLUES TOQOTNONOELS, %L TOV %. Nux.
TTamalagndda, xab. Tov ITovemotnuiov Tov Berkeley, 810t Peltimoe onpovtied tnv Ayylnt meoidnym
TOU %ELWEVOU.

1. Delamarre 1896, 103 onpu. 1.

2. Homolle 1893, 205. O Ilpdowog, yvwotdg ywo v eumopia agyototitwy, Ou€bete ndmoleg
oQyowoloynés yvooelg xor dloouvdéoels o0to eEwTeQrd. AvopEQeTar OVYVA Omd TEQUNYNTES KoL
0QYOLOAOYOVS TG TeELddou dmwg o Bent 1885, 473, 488-490° Delamarre 1896, 103, vmoo. 2 »at Delamarre
1908, BA. og moAAG oxOMa emyQad®dV “Exscripsi apud Prasinum” m.y. IG X117, 21 | “ex Prasini apographo”
m.y. IG X117, 43.
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To 1895 emonrépOnxre T Nwmovpid o I'dhhog emypadpordyog J. Delamarre now péyoL ofueoa
o€ PEVE O LoVOOLKOG EQEVVNTNG OV €l)e deL TN OTNAT OioLg OPUOOL.

To 1896 xai to 1908 £E€dwoe TV emyoadt pe eEqQeTIRES OVOYVAOELS, EVD EMEE ®aL OVO
éntuma ™G emyoadng (onuega éva oto Begohivo rau éva oto Ilogio), ota omolo Bacilovron
Oleg oL petayevéoteeg exdooelg TG Aev vrdyeL xoplor pmToyoaudio oOAOXANENG TG OTHANG.
H nolowdtepn mov forrape eivar tov 1996 pe t) otiiAn 1101 evioulopévn.

Avotuydg M othAn ftov NOn aoxetd GOoQUEVY, Ue amOTEAECUO OQXETA Onuelo TG
eumeootag 6Yyng vo elvar dvoavayvwota, eve amd Ty emyoadt] g omiobog OYng
owafatovrav pe PePfatdotnta ehdytoteg AéEelg. Mo amd avtég etvar to eBvindv AMOPI'IOI, ov
TEXUNQLOVEL TTEQAV TTAONG audLoriag TV mEoéhevon TGS OTNANG amtd TNV ApoEyod, Xwelg va
elvaw Suvato va 1EoodLoQLoTEL ATTd oL TOAY TOV YNoLoD TEOoéQyETaL.

Katd tov Delamarre 1) 0thiAn adéOnre mpoomuvd og magaxeiuevo otdfro’, Tov omoiov ta
eQelma elvol andpo nal oNUeQO 0QATA. ZTNV TOEEla TV XEOVWVY 1 OTHAN eEadaviotnne, alhd
TO TEQLEXOUEVO TNG EMYQAPNS ®aL TO %notd ovuPacty Ovoud tng, Yrigwoua s Nixovoudg,
mpooélnvoe TANBwEo pehetnTOV 0T0 VNoi, mov avolftnoav potoimg tov ABo, muov
ovumegrhappovopévav. ‘Etol 1 égevva xatéhnge va Bemel T othin Tou Yndiopatog ogrotind
AOpEVN.S

Evtoutowg 1 ot elye petadpepbel ota Goldgia, évav ogewvd owtopd g Awyding, oto
Pooetdtego Tpua g Apopyot. Ta Ooldoia, mwov Polorovtar dimha otnv agyata TOAN Tng
Awyuding, Polorovtar 6,5 xAp. mepimov, BA tng Nuwovoids. H otiiln evromiotnne otig 14/7/2018
a0 TOUG VTOYQAPOUEVOUS EVTOLLOUEVY o owkia mov Peloxretar 150p. meglmov BA 1ng
exxhnolog tov Ay. Avapyvowv xal 60p. A g tapéovag To Ilavigaua nal pégel To ovufatind
ovopa Magixovia amd v mahowd g Woxtitowe xa Maign Tavvaromotiov.” H onueouvi
wontiTola eivar, cbpudwva ue tig mAngodopieg mov cuhhéEape, | ». Magdalena Biller. KaBmg 1)
owto Potonetar oe évov oyetind amouego 06O, M oTAn tou Ymdiopatog g Nixovoldg
TTOQEUELVE RQUUUEVY exel o€ noLvT) B€a.

O evtomopdg g owiog natéotn duvatdg amd plo aomEopovEn dwrtoyoadio ot UL
adnuootevty moomruylaxt] eoyocia mévie dportntdv tov Iavemortnuiov tov Cambridge, Tov
Koatepivo Bohmtn, Jasmine Martin, Rebecca Bream, Victoria Stapleton »aw James Cotter (Eux. 2)8

H emypadi elye evrouyotel ot vota mpdooyn tng owiag, oe 0Pog 2,5 w. amd to eminmedo
ToU 0QOHOV %OL OxQUBOE 0TO MECOV TNG OTOOTOONG UETOED TNg xeEVIQWig BVQag ®al Tov

000000V Tov Looyelov. AxQPOS AV amd to péoov g BVag Polonetar evroulouévn

3. Delamarre 1896, 103-115 »ou IG XII 7, 506.

4. B\. oxoho IG XII 7, 506- Marangou 1994, 375.

5. B\. o600 IG X117, 506: postea [sc. tabula marmorea) in stabulum vicinum translata ubi nunc exstat.

6. Hauben 2010, 109-110- Nerwinski 1981, 137.

7. Eluoote eVyVOUOVES YLOL TLG CUUTANQWUOTLRES TTANQOPOQIES OYETHA e TO OVOUOTOAOYHO XOL TNV
wtoglor Tng owtag mov pog édwoav ov Aviovng Bexong, Ewnvn now EAévn Toford o Maion
TNoavvaromotlov. Zvintioape xvou pe GAAOVG RaTOIROVS TV O0LaQIMV HOL (OQANTNOLOTIRA OVAGEQOULE
OTL OAOL OL CUVOANTES MaG, ®ATOLOL YNEodTeQoL TV 80 x0Ovwv, Bupotvtal avérabev TV emyQodi
EVTOLYLOUEVT] AL 0QUTH).

8. Evyaguotoipe Beoud toug Tdvvn naw Zodpia Bexot, wiontites g tapéovog Oalacowd Ovelgo,
yio Tig moAvTipeg vrodeiEelg Toug oyeTind pe T 0€om now Ty wotoeia tng owiag: Volioti er al. 1996, 24.
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uxedTeEN emyQadt xoovoroyoliuevn otov 190 awdva.’ Kar ot dvo emypadés AMoym g O¢oemg
Twv glvar pddrov dvoavdayvwoteg (ew. 1). Ta dvo Bpatouata tng otiing evrolyioTnrov £€tol
MOTE VO CVVOQUOTOVTAL.

Ou péyloteg opatés Owaotdoels g etval: vypog 1,008 p. nar midtog 0,32 p,
ovpmeQuhopfavopévig aetwpatxis emotépemg typovg 0,11 p.'® H onpaoic g ev Moyw
emoTéPewg elvar peyalrn, nabang edv dev vmdgyeL avtiotoryn emioteyn otnv omioOia OYN TNg
oTNANG, TOTE onuaivel 6Tl 1 xvELa 01 elval auTi Tov YNdiouatog Twv Nnoiwtdv, TedyLo Tov
®noBotd To YPPlopa terminus post quem yio TNV emyQadn tng omiobiog 6yng, edv Pefaimg
TEOAELTAL TTEQL AAANG ETLYQOPNG.

H othAn elvar evioulopévn »atd tétolo 100, MOoTe Vo YEQVEL eEMAPOE TROG TO EUITTROS KO
va eEalgetal to dve Tunua kol 1 oetouotirl entoteyn (ew. 3). To de xotdTeQo TUNUO
nohvmreton oo aoféotn. Me dedopévn ) dLodpoed Tov 0QaTol VPoug TG emLyQadns amd To
ONUELOVEVO OTIC TTaAaOTEQES ONpootetoels (1, 70 p. PA. mapamdvm), Ba meémel va vrobécouvue
OTL TUAHo TS OTHANG VYoug 0,70 p. elte PoloneTor evrouylouévo PécO OTOV TOl)O, €lTe €xeL
ATOROTEL OO TO RATDTEQO PEQOG TG OTAANG, Yo va. dievrolivel T petoadoed ™. Kabog o
TeleuTalog 0TiYX0g Tov YNPlopotog, aAld xoL TURUA TOV TEAOVUS TG OTHANG elval ogatd, Oa
TRETEL VO avoemTNOOoUpE Yo ToLd AMOYo napia maioid Eéxdoon dev avadégetar otV eupueyédm
paon g oTing.

e n00e mepimtmwon 1 Tomobétnon twv dVo Boavopdtov, dote vo amodidouv TN GUVOALXT
ewmova, 1 nevrount] B¢on g oty owio »au 1 didBeomn diatienong AoV Tov xEWWEVOL 0QOTOU,
delyvouv OTL OToLog ®alL Vo T petépege exel elye mBavov oePfaoud ya ta agyaio yoduuota,
oMé nar diébete wdmowov  aviinyn xohawobnoiog, ®OTE vo TNV YONOLLOTOLON ®G
OLAROOUNTIRO OTOLYELO 0TV TEOCOYT TOV OTULTLOU TOV.

Ta mogomdvew dMUovEYOUV TO €QMTNUO VL0 TNV TOUTOTNTO EXE(VOU 7OV UETEDEQE %O
evrolyloe TV emygadi). ZOUupwva pe Tig mNEodPogies g To oixnua ovtd avine aQymd o€
namowov Zrapdtn Folomo. Téoo to dvoua Ztaudtng 60o xow to exwvupo [olomog ftov xon
TOQAUEVOUY GEXETA ®owd peToEl Twv Apogyivov'? xar dn twv Oolaguavdv. Olot dooug
pwtnoaue Buudvrovoay Ty owio pe Tig OVO emyQadég otV (OLo HOTACTAOT, OTTWS OT|UEQA, UE
™V eEatgeomn OtL T dexaetian Tov 90 mEooTédNre Evag deTEQOG OQOPOG, XWQIG VO ENOENOTEL
mavimg M 0éon Ttov emyoadmv. Emmiéov, udbape g o I'olomog fltav foords otn Nixovold,
nATL OV eTMTEETEL TNV VIOBEOY OTL MTav exelvog, mov xotd Tov Delamarre moQox®Aivoe T
uehétn g othing %ot Tov A. TIpdowo,” evd Oa fltav pdhhov xatr autdg ToL TN METEPEQE 0T
Ooidoia. TTBavotegn dradoopr Bewoeltar 1 Bardoola amd ™ Nwovoud mEog TV moQaiia

AEPOWOOO nOL M PETETELTO PETAPOQA TNG He VTOLUYL0, XwQEIg Vo UmoQel va amoxrhelotel TO

9. H emmypoadmn Oa exdobel and tov m. ©. Zuvodwod, otig mAnpodopieg touv omotov Paciletar nat n
¥QOVOAOYN oM.

10. Homolle 1893, 205.

11. Z0ppwva ue minpodogies mov pag €dwoe 1 mohowd WOOXRTNTO TOV omTov ®a Maign
Tavvaxromothov, 0TV omolo e(naoTe EEALQETINA EVYVMDUOVES, £Vl UEYANO OUUATL €L LAANOV ALTTOROTEL.

12. Mnhodxng 1884, 72. BA naw onp. 1.

13. Delamarre 1896, 103, onu. 2.
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evdeyOpevo va petadEinue agyrd oty aviwmeipevn axti) tov Ayiov IMaviov, xot petémeita
e voLiyLo wg Ta Oohdoua.

AMNG ywoti o Tolomog pfine og 6hov avtdv Tov n6mo; H otdon tov mpog toug Delamarre xa
IMpdowo moémer emmiong va AdOet vrdoyw."” Soupwva pe Thinoopopieg o olomog elye wa xoeN,
™ Mogla, n omoicr ®Angovounoce tv owia xoL pe TV oeld TG TV *ANQodOTNOE OTOVG
amoyovoug g, hote xatéhnEe oty eyyovi] g Maion Tavvaxomotiov.® H de pfiun mov
ovvodeve Ty %101 Tov 'lomov fltav auth g mohldevng vodng. IToémel va onpelwOet edm
OtL otV Apogyd m moddoon g mpoirag oifel OtL M owoyévela TG VUPNG TEETEL VA
moowxioeL TV ®OQN pe évo omitt. ‘Etour de Oa mpémer vo amoxheicovpe v voBeon 1 owia va
RO0QELEOTAV WG YouNAlo dMEO Yo TNV ®0EN Tov ['glomov, pe otdxo vo meooeyyioel mBavolg
YOUTQOUG %Ot OL dVO EMLYQAPES OTNV TROCOPYT TNG VO AeltovQyoloov meoodetind oty aia
w™e. To yeyovog 6t m Mapia TI'olomov wnotoixnoe exel evioylber v vmodbeon. H x.
TNavvaxomotiov pog TANEOPOQNoE TAVIWG OTL O €VIOL(OMOS TOUAGYLOTOV NG MWXQETS
emyQAPNS Mavw amd ™V 1V €i00d0, udhhov améPrene otnv eEaodpdiion rahotuyiog yia
TOUG EVOIXOVG TOV OTTLOU %aTé x0T 0TO VNoi Tahawdteen avtiinyn."”

AMNG eved 0 AiBog exTtiunOnxe ota Ooldoia Wimg wg dtaroountind otolyelo tng owiag, otV
€ogvva. ratéyeL nevignn 0€om to meglexopevo g emyoadns. To yrigwoua s Nixovouds
meQuhapfdver Oha to amagaitnTo otoLela evog TUNTHOV YNPIoUATOS: TEOOIWO, ALTIOAOYN O,
©VEIlWg PdLopa, evior] yio dnuooievon: oto téhog axrohovBolv mpoobires oto Yhdloua. H
emyQadt| 0ev elval xOQOYUEVN 0TOL OOV, %ol O 0QLOUOS TOV YQOUUAT®OV ®UpaiveTol HeTaED 32
now 43 noatd otiyov. To vypog twv yoapudtwyv eivor mep. 0,007-0,01 p. Zto Téhog TV OTiWV
vrdeyer ovALaBuxi toud). H emygodi eivan yooupuévn oty eAnviotint xouwvi).'®

To Yhdropa tng Nimovgudg avadépetol oe €va ouvédQLO Tov dLoQyavmOnxe oty ZAuo Ue
mowtofoviio TV aElwuatolymv g mrolepdinig droixnong Phoxiéovg nar Banywvog, 010
0mol0 PETEY AV OVTLTIQOOMTOL TOV TOAEWV-UEADY TOV Kowod Tdv Nnotwtdv, mog ovutolMteiog
TV TeQLoodteQmv vijowv twv Kuxhddwv. Ouv oivedgolr amopaciCovv tnv avayvoolon twv
ayOvVeV ov dlogyavavel o facthidc ITtohepatog B” otnv AheEQvogela, mQog Tiuhv Tov matéoa
tou, [Ttohepaiov A Swtheog, wg icolvumiovs,” wg £vOeIEN evyVOMOOUVIG VL0 TIG EVEQYEDTES
Twv Ovo PBacthémv ota péAn tov Kowod. Eniong cvupwvoiv va amootellovv Toelg fewpovs
otV AkeEQvdoela, yio va exmtpgoommicouv to Kotvov xat tnv amovour| evog xovoot oteddvov
a&tag yMmv otatnowv otov Pactid [Ttolepaio B”.

H evtoli) dnpooietoewg (otiy. 46-53) 0pilel TQMTOV OTL TO YNPLOPOL TRETEL VO awvaryQadel o

othn dimha otov Pwpd tou Iltolepaiov ZwtnQog otV AMNAO, OTO %eVIQKO LERO NG

14. Evyagiototue v zabnyntowo xo A. Magayzot yio to erowodountind oxOMA TG OYETHA UE TO
T, xatd ) dudorela Tov ouvedglov.

15. H »a ‘EL. Zoppot engdtewve (pe emotol) g) Ot eivar mubavd 6t o Tolomog yvmeitovrag tnv
oyoworammirt) dodon tov ITpdotvou 1Beke v TQOCTATEVOEL TV EMYQODT), DOTE VO unv GUYEL amd TO
vnoi.

16. O mpwteg mAneopoeieg mov elyape, avédpeoav 6tL o I'olomog npatohoe v xd6EN Tov ot NixovoLd
od T €A 0T TN péyoL Tov exelvn OQAMETEVOE, ROl QUTES UeTAPEQOE OTNVY ohia pag (PA. 0. 33). Aev
yvopitovue og T opetheTon 1) TOEEENYNOT, OPWS 1 SLAOTAVEWON TV TANQOPOQLMV TLG RATEQQPE.

17. Evdewmtind wg avtiotoryo magdderypa dtdetar m emyoadt IG XII 7, 329, and onitt ot XMoo g
Apogyov.

18. IL.y. dwagpvidrTwy (ot.23).

19. T o mpdopatn pehétn tov 6Qov icodvumog Bh. Mann 2018, 469-473.
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ovproltelog: 0eltegov OTL OMaL TaL UEAN TNG CUNITTOMTE(OGS TIQETEL VO ETUHVQWOOUV TO PTIPLOUAL
2oL vo. To dNUootevoouv ota ®vgLa Legd tovs. H emygadt tng Nuwovoudg etvar éva amd to
avitypada.

Méy ot Tov evtomopd TG emyQadng T Nivovolds 1 avayvmon Tov RePEVOU YvOTaV LOVo
amd 1o éxtuma, ®abbhs domtoyoadies g othing dev frav yvwotéc?® H emoaveboeon] g
eMTOEMEL VO PeheTioovpe ®oL Tov (dlo tov AiBo. Q¢ ex ToUTOU, OYEdLACoOVUE MOl HALVOVQYLAL
éndoon).

ITpog to oV oL véeg avayvamoels (redarida, md Tov lov otly. nal otiy. 27, 29, 33) now ot
TOQOTNENOELS HOG OTNEixOnroav amoxhewotnd otg dwtoyoadies pag, rabmg ondua dev
dlaBétoupe Ta avoyxraio péoa yioo v pehétn et tomov.

H pelétn pog Potonetor oe apywnd otddio. EAniCovpe mwg to noloxaigl véo avtoypio Tov
MOov otnv Apogyd Bo amodégel véeg avayvmoelg xat moatnenoels. Emiong avauévouue v
QITOTOlYLON TNG OTNANG ROL TV CUVTNQONOT TNG, HLETd amd TV omoila Oa xnotaotel duvaty véa
ovayvoorn g emyQadns, Wiwg g omlobiag 0Yng, »aL 1 eTAVAdNUOCIEVOT TG ONUAVTIRAG
QUTNG ETLYQAPTGS OLTTO TOVUS VITOYQAPOUEVOUG.

Q071000, ellaoTE EVTVYEIG TOV EMOTQEPOVUE L TETOLOS ONUACTOS emyQadt otV £QEVva
nOL  EUEATLOTOVME OTL HETA TNV ®atOmV  avtoYiog emavodnuooievor, g oamd  Toug

VITOYQAPOUEVOUG VEES PeAETES OO ELTAOVTIOOVV TIG YVMOELS HOG YL TO EMANVIOTIRG Aryalo.

The rediscovery of the Nicouria Decree (IG XII 7, 506)

The stele of the so-called Nikouria decree (IG XII 7, 506) which was considered lost for many years,
was recently rediscovered in Tholaria, a mountainous village of Aigiale in NE Amorgos. We are glad to
report that the stele has barely suffered any damage since it disappeared. For this reason, the re-
discovery offers new access to one of the most important epigraphical documents relating to the history
of the Aegean in the early Hellenistic period.

The stele was discovered in 1893, in a depth of 1m next to a small chapel of Panagia (ITavayia)
where it presumably served as part of the foundation of an older chapel on the remains of which the
modern Panagia chapel was built. The stele, measuring H. 1,70m, W. 0,32m, D. 0,08m, was inscribed
on both sides and was published on the year of its discovery by T. Homolle, who made use of an
apographon provided to him by the priest D. Prasinos.

Due to the defective character of the apographon, two years later J. Delamarre visited himself
Nikouria, produced two squeezes of the inscription, of which one is nowadays in Berlin and the other in
Paris, and published two editions of the text in 1896 and 1908 respectively. Unfortunately, Delamarre
was unable to take any photos. He therefore remains the only researcher to have seen the stele before its

disappearance.

20. BA. Hauben 2010, 109-110, pe moposopni) oe Nerwinski 1981, 137.
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According to Delamarre, the stele was stored in a stable at Nikouria right next to the chapel of
Panagia. Unfortunately, the stable was demolished in the early 20th century. The stone subsequently
disappeared from the island not to be seen for more than a century. Over the years, several scholars tried
to locate the stele, unsuccessfully, as it happens. All of them focused their investigations on the small
islet of Nikouria, since the stele’s conventional name understandably drew them there. All in all, to the
present day the inscription has been unanimously considered to be lost.

We now know that all these years the stele was no longer in Nikouria, but in the village of Tholaria
(®oldgla) in Amorgos. This modern village lies in the mountainous region of Aigiale, at a distance of
approximately 6,5 km northeast of Nikouria, on the northernmost part of Amorgos, right next to the
Vigla (B{yha) hill, site of the acropolis of the ancient city of Aigiale.

The Nikouria decree was recently found built into a house which is located in a small street, 150m
northeast from the central road, in a rather sparsely inhabited neighborhood of the village. Since there
are no street names or house numbers in Tholaria, the house is simply known to locals as “MagixoOAa”
(Marikoula) due to its erstwhile owner Mary Giannakopoulou. The crucial piece of information that led
us to this hidden domicile was given by Sofia and Giannis Vekris, to whom we wish to express our
gratitude for their invaluable help. The decisive tip was a black-and-white photo taken in 1996 by a
group of undergraduate students from the University of Cambridge, namely Rebecca Bream, James
Cotter, Jasmine Martin, Victoria Stapleton, and Katerina Volioti (Fig. 2). Thanks to the substantial
rupture between the two parts of the stele that was already visible on the two squeezes, we instantly
realized that this was indeed the Nikouria decree.

The stele is built into the facade of the house, together with a second, more recent, inscription that
seems to date to the 19th century. (Fig.1). The stele with the Nikouria decree is located exactly over the
space that is defined by the door and the window of the ground floor at a height of approximately 2-3m
from the street level, whereas the second inscription is exactly over the central axis of the door. The
visible part of the stele is 1,008 cm high by 32 cm wide (at the height of the inscription). The pediment
crowning the inscription is 11 cm high. Unless there is a second pediment on the rear side of the stele,
the frontal pediment demonstrates that this is the main side of the stele, and thus it proves that the
inscription on the other side must be later. The stele is tilting slightly forward compared to the plaster
and the wall of the building.

Furthermore, the plaster covering the stele shows a curvature at the bottom. Since the first editions
reported a different height for the stele (1,70 m), we have to assume either that the stone is covered by
plaster at its lower 70 cm or that the lower part was cut off in order to facilitate the transport of the
stone. In case this assumption is true, we must infer that the stele must have included a sizeable base,
since not only the last line of the decree but also parts of the lower decoration are visible. This seems
puzzling, since the old editions make no reference to a base under the inscription.

According to information provided by Mary Giannakopoulou and Eirini and Eleni Gavala, the house
with the Nikouria stele initially belonged to Stamatis Grispos, the great-grandfather of Ms.
Giannakopoulou on her father’s side. Grispos is known to have been a shepherd with livestock on
Nikouria. We strongly suspect that this Stamatis Grispos (or at least a family member) is to be identified
with the owner of the stone who hindered the research of D. Prasinos and J. Delamarre on Nikouria in

the late 19th century.
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We can only speculate about the specific reasons for the transfer of the stone. There used to be an
old custom in Amorgos of decorating buildings with ancient inscriptions, on the belief that they could
bring good luck, despite the fact that they was an abundance of regular un-inscribed stones that could be
used instead. It is obvious that the incorporation of the stele in the house at Tholaria complies with a
local custom. It seems also likely that Grispos had already decided to transport the stele to the
mountainous village when Delamarre arrived at Nikouria, which is why he refused access to the stele
after its discovery.

Finally, we have to take into consideration that Amorgian society traditionally observed
uxorilocality, that is, a married couple would normally reside in the domicile of the bride or her family.
Thus, in Amorgos it was common for the father of the bride to provide an appropriate domicile as a
wedding present or dowry to the married couple. Indeed, we know that S. Grispos’ daughter Maria
relocated there when she got married. She later bequeathed the house to her son Iakovos
Giannakopoulos, father of the aforementioned Mary Giannakopoulou.

The stele under consideration has been famous in modern scholarship for the inscription on its front
side. It contains the so-called Nikouria decree, which is a copy of an official decree passed by the
League of the Islanders. The inscription contains a total of 62 non-stoichedon lines, whereas the number
of letters varies between 32 and 43 letters per line. It should be noted that the stonecutter observed
syllabification across lines. Letters have a varying height of 0,7-1,0 cm.

The decree was issued by the so-called Nesiotic Leage (o xowov t@v Nnowwtdv, League of the
Islanders), an organization that is not very well understood, since it is exclusively known from
inscriptions. It seems that the Ptolemies had taken over leadership of the League by 288 B.C. at the
latest. We do not know the full membership of the League, but all known member states were poleis of
the Cyclades. The League’s central sanctuary was in Delos.

The chronology of the Nikouria-decree has been fiercely debated in modern scholarship, but it
should probably be dated in the early years of the reign of Ptolemy II. According to the predominant
view, the decree belongs to the years 280-278 BC and relates to the foundation of the Ptolemaia, a
quadrennial festival organized by the Ptolemies in Alexandria in honour of Ptolemy I Soter.

The text of the Nikouria Decree refers to a synedrion convened at Samos on the initiative of two
Ptolemaic officials, Philokles and Bakchon. Delegates (synedroi) were sent by each member state of the
Nesiotic League, who decided to acknowledge the “isolympic” status of the games organized by
Ptolemy II in Alexandria, as an expression of gratitude for the “benefactions” the kings had bestowed on
the members of the Koinon. Furthermore, the delegates agreed to send three envoys (theoroi) to
Alexandria, in order to represent the League at the festival and also offer a golden crown of one
thousand staters to king Ptolemy II.

According to the publication clause (1l. 46-53), the inscription with the decree had to be set up in the
League’s central sanctuary at Delos, next to the altar of Ptolemy I Soter. Besides, every single member
state had to ratify the decree and publish a copy in its own main sanctuary. The Nikouria-decree is
clearly a copy issued by one of the member states.

Our research has not yet been completed. On the contrary, we hope that further study of the stone at
Amorgos will produce new readings of the text, in particular on the rear side of the stele. At any rate, we

are delighted to bring such a significant document back to the international scholarly community.
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Euw. 1. H owia pe Tig evtouylopéves emyQodEs apuéoms LETA TN LETATHEVT] TG
(Agyelo Maigng lNavvaxromoviov).

T'he two inscriptions at Tholaria

Euw. 2. Ou 800 emypadés 6mwg pwtoyoadnOnxrav amd toug portntég tov Cambridge
(Volioti et al, 1996, oel. 24).
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Ew. 3. H eruyoadi) ot onuegLvi) Te ®otdotao.
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