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ANASTASIA AGGELOPOULOU - SOPHIA KRAVARITOU

A Hellenistic dedication of naval crews from Tenos*

In 2014, the private Collection of Antiquities owned by the late Charalampos Kritikos, sculptor and former
Director of the Preparatory School of Fine Arts of Tenos, passed by testament into the possession of the
Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades, and was eventually transported from the House of Kritikos to the
Archaeological Museum of Tenos. The Kritikos’ collection contains 161 terracotta, stone, metallic and
glass objects of local origin dating from the 8th cent. BC to Late Antiquity.! The inscribed monuments
include a block of Rhodian lartios stone (inv. no A542), which belonged to a votive monument that was
originally erected in the sanctuary of Poseidon and Amphitrite at Kionia, on Tenos island.2 In October
2014, we inspected the stone, and took photos and squeezes, which made it possible to produce a new
text. Parts of the lower left and right vertical sides of the squared stone are missing, and the edges of all
sides have been heavily worn. The top and bottom sides were carefully worked with a flat chisel, while
all vertical surfaces including the inscribed one were polished. Figs. 1-2.
Height: 0.23 m. Width: 0.25 m. Letter height: 0,010-0,012 m.

Interlinear space: 0.050 m.

2nd century BC (before 167)
[O] vavapxos Mntpés [-3-4-]-

[.]Jo®Auou kal ol oTpaTeucd-

[u]evol év Tods fiuoAions Xé&p[1]-

[11], Nikni, Bpow&di, Ztpat[n]ylal,
5 [A]8nvan, kol punBévtes év Tfi[1]

[Za]uofpdxnt kol Afuver kai E-

[Aeu]oivy, TTooeddvt kol A-

[upt]TpiTnt XapioTrplov.

vacat

“We thank the editors for accepting our paper for publication; especially, Georgia Malouchou and Angelos P.
Matthaiou, for helpful suggestions. The inscription has been presented by Sophia Kravaritou at the Oxford Epigraphy
Seminar, in Michaelmas Term 2016, during a research project that has received funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation program under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie grant agreement No 658573. We
cordially thank the audience, especially Charles Crowther, Robert Parker, and Peter Thonemann, for constructive
remarks. Many thanks are owed to David Blackman for fertile discussions on ancient ships and seamanship. Last but
not least, we are thankful to Giorgos Vidos, marble craftsman of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades, for all
valuable assistance.

1. A first overview of the Collection’s objects, in Aggelopoulou, Kravaritou forthcoming.

2. Sotirios G. Raptopoulos in the revised edition of his PhD published a preliminary text of the inscription, with
photo and a sketch of the inscribed face of the stone, dating it to the end of the 3rd or beginning of the 2nd cent. BC.;
see Raptopoulos 2014, 141-142, fig. 8, and 145.

15



ANASTASIA AGGELOPOULOU - SOPHIA KRAVARITOU

Restored by Kravaritou. 1 vadapyos: lower slanding strokes of an A are preserved before Y; of the presiding N

only the vertical is preserved.

Translation
“The nauarch Metras, son of [-Jodemos, and those who have served during wartime at the Aemioliainamed
Charf[is], Nike, Bromias, Strat[e]gia and Athena, and who have been initiated in Samothrace, Lemnos and

Eleusis, (dedicated) to Poseidon and Amphitrite, as token of gratitude.”

Commentary

1[O] vavopyos Mntpés [-|.]Jodfjpou. For other nauarchs in Tenos, see a mutilated inscription
in Dumoulin 1902, 436, 32.2: [va]YAPX[os] (undated); also, a nauarch leading a private group of men,
in /IGXI15,912.2-4: émi vaudpyou | AToAAwvidou TolU | &vyélou TTpwTiwvos (List of members
of a private group, Imperial era).

The nauarch is otherwise unattested. The personal name MnTpd&s is a Aapax for Tenos, and it is
known twice in Delos in the 3rd and 1st cent. BC and once in Lemnos in the 1st cent. AD; it is also known
in Attica, Thebes of Boiotia, Demetrias, Myrina and Temnos of Aiolis in Hellenistic and Roman times,
but particularly in Ionia and Lydia from the 4th cent. BC to Roman times.3

1/2 Many restorations of the patronymic are possible, e.g. Kp1tddnpos, Tlei8odnpos, etc. The
absence of ethnic implies that the nauarch was a local citizen.

2-3 kai ol oTpaTeucd|[pu]evol &v Tols fuloAlais: navy crews having served during wartime
(oTpaTeuoduevol) in fuoAion ships. Two Hellenistic dedications of Rhodian navy crews and ship
commanders are known from Tenos, /G XII 5, 914: [P6d101] | ol oT[paTteucdpuevol] | upeTa
&pxo[vtos - -] | AewokAels To[U DAimrmou] | kol Tpinpdpy[ov] | Tiwo&évou Tob [- - -]
| Zopd&m "lo[i] (2nd cent. BC); /G XII Suppl. 317.1-4: ‘Podiwv ol oTpoTeuchuevol | peTd
&pxovTos TV &@pdkTwv | TiuakpaTeus AapokpdTeus | kol TpinpdpXwv. ... (.9) ... kal
&yepovos T&v fiuo&y ... (1. 16) Alookopors kal ‘EAévar (2nd/1st cent. BC). Similar dedications
of naval crews and officers are known in other Aegean islands, e.g., at Rhodes, /GXII 1, 701.5 mentions
Aristokrates [oTpaTeu]oauévou év Tols dgpdxTols, a navy officer in undecked ships (Dedication to
Hestia and Zeus Teleios; Kamiros, 1st cent. BC?); also, Lindos 1I, 707.4-5 for Pausanias
oTpaTeuc&uevoy &v Te Tois &d@pdkTols Kal | [T]ols kaTtagpdkTols vauoi (Rhodes, 40-30 BC).
In Paros, SEG 33, 684.1-2: ol oTpaTeucduevol év Tid1 J[1]kpdTwt (Dedication to Demeter Paria;
Roman Imperial period), on crews in warships with two rows of oarsmen. At Nisyros, in /GXII 3, 103.11-
12: [oT]paTevuoauévou kaTd TOAepov | [éml] vaudpywv... (Dedication to Poseidon Argeios and
Ares; after 153 BC) 4

3. LGPN 11, 45510-45513 (Attica); V3b-14458 (Demetrias), 30467 (Thebes); VI, 43625 (Lemnos), 80530
(Delos); V5a, 37132 (Myrina), 39286 (Temnos).

4. Cf. the variant cuvoTpaTeuoduevol commonly employed in Rhodian honorific inscriptions, e.g. in /G XII

1, 75b.6-7, Pugliese Carratelli 1939-1940, 153, 13, 4 (Rhodes, 1st cent AD), /G XII 4.5, 4022.17-8 (Kalymnos,
Sanctuary of Apollo, after 203 BC), /G XI1 4.2, 1025 .4 (Kos, 2nd cent. BC), IDelos 1855.3-5, IDelos 1857 .1-2 (both

c.69 BC), IGXI1 4.2,567.1-3: MiAnoiwv ol | oTpaTteucapevol | v Tois &gpakTols from Kos (Dedication to
Apollo Didymeus, c. 150-50 BC).
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futoAion: fuoAia, type of undecked (&ppakTos) light warship. From fjuidéA1os — ‘one and a half”,
the term describes a ship with ‘one-and-a-half” banks of oars aside at two levels. On this type of vessel
being traditionally ascribed to the pirates, see for example Arrian’s testimony on fjutoAiais AnoTpikods.”
However, it is largely known that from the second half of the 4th cent. BC fjuioAiou also appeared in non-
pirate contexts; naval powers, such as Athens, Rhodes, Alexander the Great and the Successors, and many
others also possessed them, as they frequently augmented their fleets by recruiting the ships and
seamanship skills of the pirates;® e.g. Astypalaia, in /G XII 3, 201.3: &pyovtos T&v TuloAidv
(dedication of the Astypalaians to the Gods; 2nd cent. BC) mentioning local navy commander Pytheas.

3-5 Xap[it1], | Nikni, Bpowddi, Ztpat[n]yial, | [A]8nvéu: the names of five fuioAiou ships,
in which the navy crews in question served.

Xapis (‘Grace’) is registered as ship-name rather early, in the 4th-century BC Naval Inventories of
Athens (IGT12 1604-1632);° see e.g. IGTI2 1629, 896: Tpifipns Xapis (325/4 BC).10

Nikn (‘Victory’) is a frequently attested Hellenistic ship name - e.g. /G112 1611.81-82 (357/6 BC):
Niknv.!! As regards Tenos, a late Hellenistic-early Roman graffito mentioning Nikn was incised next to
the image of a ship, at the Karika quarry.!2

Bpopi&s (‘Noisy’) is an otherwise unattested name for a ship. Bpoui&s, Bpopia and the masculins
Bpopios and Bpopis are well-known Late Classical and Hellenistic anthroponyms.!3 Bpduios also forms
a literary and cultic epithet of Dionysos, and thus Bpopi&s in 1. 4 might relate to the divine epithet and
allude to the initiation of the crews in question to the Eleusinian mysteries, as attested to in 1l. 5-7.14 A
local cult and mysteries of Dionysos Bromios is evidenced in Tenos, in the funerary epigram of the
Imperial era set up by a local group of Dionysiac initiates: /G XII 5, 972.1-3: Buooddos &ypoTépou
Bpou[iou Béoav eikova puoTar] | év TeAeTtadow Aynvopid[wv - -] | yeocoaTicwy Bayyold
T[e kai AnunTepos &yvfis] (Tenos, 2nd cent AD).

ZTpaTnyiais otherwise unattested as a ship name; on the variant 2TpaTnyis which was attributed
to 4th cent. BC Athenian triremes, see e.g. /G112 1613.210: [tpin]pns Ztpatnyis (353/2 BC); IG 112
1629.479-481: Tpifpous, fis wpo[Adynoey kowvny &modw|osw, M dvopa ZTpotnyis (325/324
BC).15 Ztpatnyis and vals oTpaTnyis indicated the flagship of Greeks fleets, used by kings, nanarchs

5. Casson 1958, 14-18; Morrison 1980, 121-126.

6. Liddell-Scott, sv. HmoAos: epiéxwy TO SAov kal T6 fluou adtol. Diod. Sic. 19.65: vads fuoAias.
Morrison 1980, fig. 1.

7. AQo. Avdf. 32.4: ¢omheUoavTa & TOV Apéva Tfis Xiou EUv fuioAions AnoTpikais Trévte. Cf.
Casson 1958, 15. Morrison 1980, 122.

8. Casson 1958, 16-17; Morrison 1980, 121-122; Gabrielsen 2001, 230-233.

9. Apeitos 2025, 177-199 with earlier bibliography.

10. Cf. Casson 2014, 351.

11. Casson 2014, 352. Apeitos 2025, 191-192, 195.

12. Aggelopoulou, Kravaritou, in preparation.
13. Ozenir, Ricl 2023, 105-106.

14. Atod. Zin. 4.5: Pokyelov pév y&p &md TV ouveTropévwy Pakydy dvopdoal, ... Bpouov &
&mod Tol kaT& THY yéveow auTol yevopévou Ppduou. Alwv. Xovo. OA.27.

15. Casson 2014, 354. Apeitos 2025, 192.
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and other high-rank navy officers.!® Thus, ZTpaTnyia in 1. 4 implies that this was the flagship used by
nauarch Metras to command the squadron of the five Aemioliai vessels.

Finally, the theophoric Afnvé&: is evidenced as ship name in the Ist cent BC, in Miletos, Smyrna
and Rhodes.!7

5-7 kal punBévtes v TH[1 | Sajpobparnt kol Afjpvwt kol ‘E[[Aeu]oivi: the past participle
punBévtes, from puolpat, is widely used — along with pUoTat - in epigraphic documents to describe
initiated individuals in mystery cults.!® Thus, pun8évTes in 1. 5, followed by the prepositional phrase év
[t | Zo]uobpaxnt kal Afuvwr kol E|[Aeu]oivi which denotes multiple locations of initiation,
indicates that the naval crews in question had been initiated to three prestigious mystery cults of the Greek
world —namely those of Samothrace, Lemnos and Eleusis.!® The Samothracian records of initiates in the
local mysteries of the Hellenistic and Roman period attest inter alia to the presence of initiated naval crews
from Rhodes, Knidos, Kizykos2 and elsewhere; e.g. Knidian initiated (upun8évtes) navy crewmembers
(ouptAeUoovTes) and their commanding officers (vatapyos and Tpifjpopxol), in SEG29,799.1-14:
Kvidiwv | puotar kal umotTon | evoePels | vavapyos EUPoudos | Apximorios | Tpifpapyol
Ayd&bivos EGB[ovAou] | ‘Irmddapos Avalavdpidos] | kal émimAor Tpifpapyor KAeu[- -] |
Nikao1Bovlou ZwobBévns Oeu[- -] | ypoupuaTeus AokAnmadn[s] | AtoxkAéus | kal Tol
oupmAsUuoavTes | kal yunBévtes | kol UToTeUoavTes (2nd cent. BC?).

As regards to supplementary evidence for corporate activity of naval crews from local contexts,
Rhodian ocuvoTpaTeuoduevol that had undergone the initiation and had eventually become fellow
initiates (cuvpUoTar) were members of a local koinon named after the mystery cults of the Samothracian
Gods, in Pugliese Carratelli 1939-1940, 153, 13.2-5: [T0 wowd]v TO Zoupobpa[i]kicoTdy |
[Niko?o | tpaTeicov ouvpuotdv | [ouvoTpa]Teuoauévwy UTo Tpimpapxov | [- -Jwva
®[iA]wvos (1st cent. AD). Another Rhodian kowov of cuvoTpaTeuoduevol named after the mystery
cults of the Samothracian Gods and those of Lemnos, but without reference to initiation, in /GXII 1,43.7-
21: ... xai eUvoias kol @lAodoflas | Gv &xwv diaTeAel els TO ZapobpakicoTdy | Kal
ANuaoTdV TOV CUVOTPOTEUCAUEVWY | KooY' Kol TpwpaTeUocavTa Tpinpéwv | Kal
&pavta &epdkTwy... (Honorific decree and dedication to the Gods; Rhodes, 100-50 BC) 2! Moreover,

kowd of Zapobpa(i)kiaxoTal are also recorded in the North-Eastern Aegean, but without any reference

16. 'Hpod. 8.92.2: cos 8¢ éoeide T véa TN ATTiKT 6 TToAUKpiToS, Eyvew TO onufov idcv Ts
oTpaTnyidos. Oovx. 2.84.3: kal ol Abnvalol TPooTECOVTES TPOTOV UEV KATABUOUGCT TV

oTpaTNyidwv vedy piav. Casson 2014, 354. Apeitos 2025, 192.

17. Casson 2014, 354-355.

18.E.g. Alwv. Xpuo. OA. 12,33-34. Cf. Graf 2003, 3-24, esp. 4, 9. Clinton 2003, 50-52. 2021, 18, 36.

19. Clinton 2003; 2021 (Samothrace and Eleusis). Cole 1984; Blakely (Samothrace). Varro, On the Latin
Language,7.11; ®1hooTQ., HQ. Beschi 2004 (Lemnos).

20. Dimitrova 2008, 137-144, no 57-58, fig. 45-46 (Cizykos, Rhodes); 145-147, no 61, fig. 48 (Knidos).

21. Gabrielsen 2013, 69-75; Zachhuber 2024, 350-355 (Rhodian koina of Samothraikiastai). For the presence of

the Rhodians in the Late Hellenistic mystery cults of Samothrace and Lemnos, see also /G XII 1, 701.13-14:
&mooTaAévTos igpotolol eis | [Eapofpdukov? kal e]is Afjuvov kot Aiduueiov (Honorific decree for
Aristokrates; Kamiros, 1st cent. BC) and Accame 1941-1943, 101, 19.8-9: &v Afpveor Tols 8eois T[ois] | [- - -

Je kai TOV Bfjpov TOV Podiwv (Fragmentary honorific decree from Kabeirion of Lemnos; late 2nd cent. BC).
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to crewmembers and/or initiation.22 Since Rhodes and many other Aegean cities on the islands and Asia
Minor hosted local cults of the Great Gods of Samothrace, the possibility that those koina were just
centered around the local cult of the Great Gods of Samothrace and consisted of non-initiated members is
always open; 23 possible sailing interests of the members could explain the choice of the name since the
Great gods of Samothrace were protectors of sailors from shipwreck, and securing prosperous voyages.24

The dedication does not mention the term ko7non and/or does not imply other dense corporate activity
of the navy crews in question. The text proudly declares their initiation to three of the most prominent
mysteries of the Greek world. For the initiation of individuals into more than one mystery cults as major
act of piety and social pride, see e.g. the funerary epigram for the Athenian Isidoros, an initiate in the
mysteries of both Samothrace and Eleusis who ‘was loved by his friends, a just man, truthful to all, with
reverent renown for the virtue in his soul. As an initiate, great-hearted, he saw the doubly sacred light of
Kabiros in Samothrace, and the pure rites of Eleusinian Demeter’ (transl. Clinton 2021, 19) in SEG 55,
723.10-16: v 8¢ @idois EpaTds, Bi|katos, TPos TAvTas dANBMS, | eUoePEs év wuxii kIBos
gx[wv] | &peTis puoTns pév Zopo|Bpalt ¥ KaBipou dix' iepov @dds, | &yva &' "EAeucivos
AnodUs pey&fu|[uo]s idev (Amphipolis. 2nd/1st cent. BC).

7-8 Tlooeddvt kal ‘A|[ppi]TpiTn YopioThplov: the text indicates that this inscribed votive
monument has been dedicated to the prominent sanctuary of Poseidon and Amphitrite at Kionia of Tenos,
as a token of gratitude (yapioTripilov);?s the act of dedication might have taken place after a naval victory
of the naval squadron in question. Our block is made of Rhodian lartios stone, which was extensively used
for monuments of different scale on Rhodes — e.g. statue bases, funerary altars, naval monuments - and
abroad, in Rhodian-influenced islands such as Nisyros and Karpathos.2¢ Lartios stone is particularly
known for its use for the bases of prominent naval monuments dedicated to Aegean sanctuaries following
victories in naval warfares — e.g. the inscribed votive prow from Lindos to Athena Lindia by Rhodian
navy crews and their officers after a victory, and the base in the shape of a ship’s prow, which supported
the famous Nike of Samothrace.2” Our stone has good reasons to have originally belonged to a naval
monument too; besides the use of lartios, its shape easily fits those used in the construction of the bases

of such monuments, and it was dedicated by naval crews.

Chronology
Paleography, in particular the combination of broken-barred aljphas with sigmas and mus with outer hastae

running straight, and omicrons and thetas being the same height as the other letters, point to a date within

22.IGXI13,6.1-2: [T]6 kowov Zapobpaki[a]otév Ale]po[dioiaa]|[T]&v (Syme, late 1st cent. BC); IG
X1 2,507.5: 16 kowdv TV ZapobpaikiaoT[&dv] (Methymna, late Hellenistic); SEG 4, 168.7-8: ‘HpogioTdv

Sap[o]|BpakiooTdy (Aulai in Aiolis; 1st cent. BC/1st cent. AD); 1. 7eos 242 (172-150 BC); cf. Constantakopoulou

2012, 315-316.

23. Cole 1984, 57-86; cf. van der Linde 2013, 86-87; Lala 2015, 209-210; Rabadjiev 2017, 11-25. Zachhuber
2024, 352-353.

24. van der Linde 2013, 82-84; Blakely 2016, 17-28; 2018, 114-115. Clinton 2021, 21-23.

25. Etienne, Kourou, Semantoni-Bournia 2013, 136-159.

26. Papavasileiou 2004, 129-136. Philemonos-Tsopotou 2013, 265-286.

27. I .Lindos 88; Blinkeberg 1938 (Lindos). Maniatis, Tambakopoulos, Dotsika, Wescoat, Matsas 2012, 270-
271, fig. 8a, tabl. 3 (Nike).
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the 2nd cent BC. This conforms with the presence of small serifs (akremones) at the end of the strokes, a
feature that develops in the Cycladic texts from the late third century.28 The first half of the century
coincides with the period of Rhodian control in the Cyclades, the creation of the Second League of
Islanders, and the period that Tenos became the League’s headquarters and naval base, and the seat of the
Rhodian fleet.?® It is during this period that, besides the sanctuary of Apollo at Delos, the League’s
documents were also published in the sanctuary of Poseidon and Amphitrite at Kionia.3® The material of
the stone also points to a Rhodes-influenced monument, at the time the Rhodians were present on the

island.

Concluding remarks

Our inscription was in every probability not inscribed on a Rhodian monument. The presence of navy
crews, initiation to Samothrace, Lemnos and also Eleusis, paleography and historical context, Rhodian
lartios stone and at the same time absence of the Rhodian dialect, denotes that the inscription is not a
Rhodian dedication. The nauarch Metras, son of [-]Jodemos, of the text might be one of the high-rank
official officers of the Second Nesiotic League originated from member states other than Rhodes; the
absence of ethnic implies that he was a citizen of Tenos.

Honorific monuments for federal navy officers of Tenian origin were set up in the sanctuary of
Poseidon and Amphitrite at Tenos; e.g. that for Chrysogonos, a trierarch of the League, in /GXII 5, 918:
EvavTid[n]s ApioToyévou kal | Navolov Xpuocoydvou | Tov abdtdv Uov Xpuodyovov |
Tpinpapxfocavta TV NnolwTtdv | Tlooeiddv kol Apgitpiter. If this hypothesis is correct, then
our text should be a collective dedication of a nauarch and the crews serving a squadron of Aemioliai of
the federal fleet, to the Tenian sanctuary of Poseidon and Amphitrite, where also federal decrees of the

Islanders were published, at the headquarter of the League.
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A Hellenistic dedication of naval crews from Tenos

Fig. 1. The inscription
(Photo: Archives of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades)

Fig. 2. The upper side of the stone
(Photo: Archives of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Cyclades)
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