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Greek Inscriptions in Ireland Part I:   

A funerary monument rediscovered in Belfast (IG XII 6, 2, 762)1 
 
 
The Queen’s University of Belfast, School of Archaeology and Palaeoecology, accession no. 
QAD/7/682.  

Inscribed pedimental stele of white marble; slightly tapering; largely complete but with damage to 
bottom left-hand corner and the central and lateral acroteria (Fig. 1). The pediment is undecorated. The 
inscription is beneath the architrave (Fig. 2). The back is rough and uneven (Fig. 3). There is a metal rod 
inserted in the bottom for the purpose of mounting (Fig. 4), added before 1969. In a sunken panel is a 
sculpted representation of a young male (with light beard?). His short, cropped, hair is beneath a foliage 
garland. He wears a chlamys which is pinned together at the right shoulder; muscular calves are 
exposed; his feet are bare. In his left hand he carries a hunter’s spear which points diagonally towards 
the ground in front of him; his right hand points forward, parallel to the spear. At his feet a hunting dog 
bounds forwards. His cloak has a reddish tinge, perhaps the remains of paint. 

Dimensions: h. 0.786, w. 0.365 (max, at base), th. 0.048-0.064 m.  
Letters: the letters feature substantial seriphs; theta with dot; pi with shorter right-hand hasta; 

splayed sigma; kappa with short diagonal strokes; alpha with straight crossbar. The letters are squeezed 
together at the end of the line. Letter-heights: 0.014 (omicron) – 0.019 m (alpha). 

Eds. F. Hiller von Gaertringen, IG V 2, p. XXII lines 8-9; K. Hallof, IG XII 6, 2, 762: both from a 
report by M. Krispi (Μιχαὴλ Κρίσπης). Cf. Russell 1969, 110: ‘inscribed tombstone with figure of man 
and dog’. Autopsy Liddel, March 2022.  
 Second half of 3rd century BC 

Kρίθων Ἀρχεπόλιος Ἀρκάς. 
vacat (0.09 m.) 

relief 
Discussion 
The text of this inscription was first published in IG V in 1913 on the grounds of the Arcadian origin of 
the deceased and then in IG XII 6 owing to the (almost certain) provenance of the stele from Samos. 
Hiller von Gaertringen’s knowledge of it was based upon a handwritten note addressed to him by 
Michael Krispi, dated to November 1908, which is now held in the archive of Inscriptiones Graecae in 
Berlin. According to this note, the stele was brought by a ship’s captain from Samos to Syros, where it 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1. I am grateful to Jo Day for informing me of the whereabouts of this stele; I owe thanks to Barrie Hartwell for 

discussion of archaeology in Belfast and its collection of antiquities. Klaus Hallof kindly transcribed Michael 
Krispi’s handwritten note from the archive of Inscriptiones Graecae. I am grateful also to Angelos P. Matthaiou, 
Nikolaos Papazarkadas and David Whitehead for discussion and advice. This is the first of a series of four articles 
studying the non-indigenous ancient Greek inscriptions in Irish collections. 
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was registered at the police station in his name. There it was photographed by a young Syrian 
businessman and measured and transcribed by the Syrian scholar Nikolaos Politis.2 The captain 
reclaimed the inscription and took it to Athens for sale. We are inclined to follow Krispi’s account of the 
derivation of this stele.3  

Its whereabouts were unknown to both Hiller von Gaertringen in 1913 and to Klaus Hallof in 2013. 
It was Dr Jo Day, Curator of the Classical Museum of University College Dublin, who in November 
2021 alerted the author to the fact that the stele is currently held in the Teaching Collection of 
Archaeology and Palaeoecology in the School of Natural and Built Environment of the Queen’s 
University of Belfast (QUB).   

There survive records neither of the provenance of the stele nor of its acquisition. It has been held in 
the Belfast collection since before 1969: the inscription does not appear in the collection’s 1910 
catalogue (see Dunlop and Hartwell 2004) but is listed in Russell’s 1969 account of it (Russell 1969, 
110). According to Barrie Hartwell, Honorary Curator of the collection, it was on display until 1986 
when Archaeology (a science department at QUB, separate from classics and ancient history) moved to 
a new building and since then has been kept in store. Memoranda in the form of notes written by Peter 
Fraser (addressed to George Huxley, June 1980) and Richard Talbert (addressed to Basil Wilson, July 
1980) preserved in the archive of Archaeology and Palaeoecology at QUB demonstrate that those 
scholars were aware of the association of the stele with the text published in IG V.  

Evidently the inscription was moved from Athens to Belfast at some point between 1908 and 1969. 
The route of its journey is not known. Before 1948 archaeology was taught as a joint lectureship with 
ancient history in the Classics Department. One scholar possibly responsible for its acquisition is K. T. 
Frost, who held the post of Lecturer in Ancient History and Archaeology when it was first created 
between 1908 and 1914 (see Dunlop 2000 and 2007). Frost established the Archaeological Museum and 
Teaching Collection in 1909-10 with the financial support of the Senate of the University (Dunlop 2000, 
5; Dunlop 2007, 33, 35). Another possible source is R. K. McElderry, Professor of Greek 1924-34; he 
spent much time in Greece in the early twentieth century and placed some of his private collection of 
antiquities in the Teaching Collection (Dunlop 2007, 39-40). Some of this collection may well have 
been acquired in Greece by his brother H. C. McElderry (born 1885), General Manager and 
Representative in Greece of the Lake Kopais Company of Aliartos, which drained and farmed the area 
of Lake Kopaïs.  

Κρίθων is a name attested across the Greek world, with 22 examples recorded in LGPN. One other 
Arkadian is associated with the name: a certain Κρίθων was the father of a Thelpoussian dikastes 
named [Φ]έρις (IG IV2 1, 72 B l. 31; Ager 1996, no. 46) in a list of arbitrators from Epidauros 
concerning the Achaian League’s intervention in the dispute between Arsinoe and Epidauros (post 228 
BC). Ἀρχέπολις is a name even better-attested across the Greek world, with 78 examples published in 
LGPN. One other Arkadian is associated with the name, Ἀρχέπολις father of Lysixenos, c. 200 BC (IG 
IV² 1, 318 ll. 1-2).   

Κρίθων is designated as an Arkadian rather than by reference to a polis- or community-identifier. 
As Nielsen (2002, 55-66) notes, the definition of someone as ‘Arkas’ or a group as ‘Arkades’ is usually 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2. Nikolaos Politis (1852-1921), Professor at the University of Athens from 1882, was the founder of a museum 

of antiquities on Syros in the period 1905-1909. See Gazi 2008, 69 with n. 10. 
3. For a sceptical view of Krispi’ account of the Karystian origin of IG XII 9, 11, see Cairns 2001. 
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deployed as an ethnic classification rather than making reference to a political entity such as the 
Arkadian Confederacy; Nielsen notes that the ethnic is found only rarely before the fourth century and, 
unsurprisingly, usually outside of Arkadia, perhaps as a way of underlining their ethnic identity to 
outsiders (Nielsen 2002, 65, 531) 

Other Arkadians (described as ‘Arkas’) are known from Samos, including Silanos (commemorated 
on an undated plaque: IG XII 6, 2, 884), and [- - -] the son of Kalleas (honoured by the Samian demos 
after 306 BC: IG XII 6, 1, 26). It is just possible that the family of our Krithon had fled from Arkadia 
during civil strife at some point in the fourth century and had settled in Samos, perhaps unaffected by, or 
ignoring, Alexander’s edict of 324/3 restoring exiles to Tegea (cf. RO, GHI 101).4  

The relief very clearly represents a young hunter bearing a spear and accompanied by a hunting dog. 
Males are frequently depicted as hunters on funerary stelai in the classical period, identified by attire 
(chlamys), spear, hunting dog and sometimes prey in the shape of a hare (Barringer 2001, 177-181).  
The pointed nose characteristic of the hunting dog is reminiscent of a classical Athenian stele for 
Euthesion of Pallene now at the Basle Museum (CAT 1, 289), where the dog looks up at the hare held 
aloft by its master. It is notable that our huntsman is represented during pursuit, but without a catch, 
perhaps emphasising his youth or inexperience.5 But it may also be relevant that several Greek myths 
about hunting and hunters are situated in Arkadia, especially those featuring Arkas, the eponymous hero 
of the Arkadians and his mother Kallisto:6 perhaps it was thought to be appropriate to commemorate an 
Arkadian as a hunter? As Schnapp writes, ‘les Arcadiens incarnent, dans la géographie ethnique des 
Grecs, les hommes qui sont restés les plus prohes du mode de vie traditionnel, plus pasteurs et chasseurs 
qu’agriculteurs’ (Schnapp 1997, 36). 

The letter-forms of the inscription point to a date in the second half of the third century BC. No 
single Samian inscription uses all the letter styles used here, but for some parallels to individual letters, 
see IG XII 6, 1, 121 (mid third century BC; kappa), 128 (c. 200 BC; chi), 281 (c. 300 BC; kappa, pi), 
144 (third century BC; alpha, omega), 181 (c. 200 BC; omega). The style of the chi is paralleled on 
another pedimental funerary relief-stele from Samos: IG XII 6, 2, 737 (ph. in Horn 1972, no. 132, plates 
73, 96).  
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Fig. 1. Stele of Krithon. Photograph by Jo Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig. 2. Stele of Krithon (detail of top). Photograph by Jo Day. 
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Fig. 3. Stele of Krithon (back). Photograph by author.	   Fig. 4. Stele of Krithon (underneath, 
showing modern metal rod). Photograph 
by author.	  


