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Summary 
 

An Early Votive Inscription to Artemis from Arcadia 
 

A fragmentary Late Archaic dedicatory inscription was found during the Finnish excavations of the 
sanctuary of Artemis Lykoatis close to the modern chapel of Agia Paraskevi of Arachamitai in Arcadia. 
The inscription was found in a dump to the east of the altar area of the sanctuary. This dump had been 
created in connection with a re-modelling of the sanctuary around 300 BC, or somewhat later, when 
broken pottery, votive offerings etc were cleaned away from the altar area. The finds from the dump date 
from the Geometric period until ca. 300 BC, with the majority belonging to the sixth and fifth centuries 
BC.  

The inscription, of which only the beginning and the end are preserved, is engraved on the upper 
surface of the rim of two not adjacent fragments of a bronze vase, most likely a large mug. (Figs. 1-3). It 
is written from left to right in Arcadian script and dialect. Its reading can be restored as follows: 

[  - - - - (vel ) ]   . (Thra[s---] dedicated this to Artemis). 
The name of the dedicator must derive from or be a compound of the adjective , e.g. 

, ,  etc. According to palaeographic criteria, the inscription could 
be dated in the last quarter of the sixth, or the first decades of the fifth century BC, most probably 
around 500 BC.   
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